Chiéc La Cudi Cung

“Ong vua truyén ngian” ngudi My, 0. Henry (1862-1910), da dé lai cho hau thé gan 400
truyén ngin. Piém dic sac trong truyén ngin cia 6ng la nhirng tinh tiét bat ngd, cé lac
khac nghiét hodc 0ai oam. Nhiéu luc lai khoi hai, d& khoc dé cudi, dé roi két thic khién
nguoi doc hodc thich thi nhwng khong qua swéng thoa, hodc bang khuang nhwng khong
qua ndng né.
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0. Henry (1862-1910)

Ching t6i chon truyén “The Last Leaf” dwoc tac giad viét tir nim
1907 vi nhiéu ly do. Quan trong hon ca 1a tinh cich thoi sw cda
truyén v&i bénh viém phoi cling twa nhw dich COVID-19 ma
ching ta dang phai ganh chiu. 0. Henry viét vé bénh viém phoi
tai Greenwich Village ngay do:

The Last Leaf ‘ “Vao thang mwoi mot thi Troi phai mot 6ng khach lanh Iung ma

Il  C2C ngai bac si thwong goi la Bénh Viém Phoi dén khing bo khu
Greenwich. Ong tho cai ban tay lanh ngit, s& chd nay mot chut, vo chd kia mdt phat. Khu
vuc phia déng bi anh hwéng ning né véi kha nhiéu nguwdi bénh, nhuwng buée chan cua
ong khach chim din khi bwéc vao cidi mé cung chit hep réu phong cua khu
Greenwich...”

/7 . Khu Greenwich Village, Manhattan, thudc

/ thanh ph6é New York, 1a mot khu phd c6

L5 0O OF-NOH O B OV-N O AL 11, kisu Hoa Lan tir thé ky thtr 18. Noi day

' O. Henry YL#* hoi tu nhiéu hoa si nghéo nhu Sue va Johnsy
/ s6ng trong mot khu nha tro.

“Ong khach Viém Phéi” khong phai 1a hang
nguwoi ma ban thwong goi la “6ng ban gia
hao hiép”. Co6 Johnsy liéu yéu dé that ra
khong phai 1a d6i thi xirng tay cta ldo gia tho bao, nhung ldo van dap cd ta tan tinh. Vi
vay cb gai nam xui lo, bat dong trén chiéc giwdng sat, mat nhin vao birc twong gach cla
can nha ké cin xuyén qua khung ctra s6 nho.

Ong bac si da tirng ndi véi Sue: "Toi sé rang hét strc lam nhirng gi ma khoa hoc c6 thé
lam dwoc. Nhwng hé khi ndo bénh nhan cua toi bat diu nghi tdi chiéc xe ché quan tai va
dam do tuy thi téi trir di mot niva cai hiéu qua cta thuéc men”.

Hang ngay nam trén giwdng bénh nhin qua khung clra s6 Johnsy chitng kién nhirng
chiéc 14 “thwong xudn” (ivy) ngay mot rung nhiéu. C6 nha tham, khi chiéc 14 cudi cung
rung xuong la sé 1a lic co lia doi.
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O Greenwich con c6 1o Behrman 13 mot hoa si gia ngoai 60 véi bn mwoi ndm cam co
ma chiang vé duwgc mot birc tranh nao cho ra hon. Ca doi 1ao khao khat vé duwoc mot kiét
tac. Biét chuyén Johnsy bi bénh viém phoi rat nang va bénh tat khién c6 tuyét vong nén
lao quyét dinh 4m tham thirc suét dém muwa gié bio bung dé vé chiéc 14 trén twong.

Chiéc 14 giong nhw that. Va ngay hom sau, khi nhin qua ctra s6, chiéc 14 cudi cung, tac
phdm ctia Behrman, van dang ngao nghé sau mdt dém muwa gio. Johnsy bat dau nghi lai,
c6 bat dau hi vong va mudn dwoc séng, duwoc sang tao.

Johnsy da tré vé tir ¢oi chét nhung 1do Behrman lai chét vi bénh viém phoi sau dém
sang tao kiét tac chiéc 14 cudi cung dé ctru Johnsy. Sue ldng l1é dén bén Johnsy béo cho
ban vé cai chét cia Behrman va tiét 16 bi mat vé chiéc 14 cudi cung.

Giay dép, quin 4o Behrman w6t siing va lanh
nhw da. Khong twéng twong ra dwoc ong ay
di dau, lam gi trong mot dém gié mwa khing
khiép nhw vay. Sau d6 ho tim thiy chiéc dén
16ng van con chady sang, mot chiéc thang
dwoc kéo 1é ra tir trong kho, may chiéc co
con dinh son va mét hop son pha trén hai
thir mau xanh va vang.

“Va Johnsy a, ban thtr nhin ra ngoai ctra so0
kia, nhin vao chiéc 14 cudi cung trén birc
twong do. Ban khong cdm thiy ngac nhién 13 tai sao n6 chang lung lay dong day gi trong
con gidé? Ban o1, n6 chinh la cai tdc phdm 1én cta lao Behrman trong dém chiéc 14 cudi
cung lia canh!”.

(“Look out the window, dear, at the last leaf on the wall. Didn’t you wonder why it
never moved when the wind was blowing? Oh, dear, it is Behrman’s great
masterpiece—he painted it there the night that the last leaf fell.”)

Chuyén chi c¢6 vy nhuwng sao doc dén
doan két nguwoi ta cdAm thdy ngd ngang
pha 1an tiéc nudi!
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